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a Production of ball lightning in the laboratory dates back to Tesla's work at Colorado Springs.
b Today, Tesla's "fireballs" are easily produced in the laboratory by discharging kiloJoules of energy slightly above an electrolyte solution via a metal electrode.
c For the sake of clarity, those plasmas produced using this technique are referred to as "plasmoids." Valuable information is obtained from previous experiments, such as the identification of water clusters and the temperature of the interior of plasmoids.
c We perform mass spectrometry and Fourier-transform infrared emission spectroscopy in an effort to characterize these plasmoids. We present, to our knowledge, the first mass spectrometric data and infrared emission spectra of plasmoid discharges. 
